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PREFACE. 



The names of the good and great of all 
ages ought to be as familiar as "Household 
Words" to every child of nine or ten 
years of age. The fact that they are 
not so, has induced the writer to publish 
this very simple Biographical Text Book, 
which she trusts will prove as useful to 
children in general, as it has long been 
to her own little pupils. 

Brighton, March, 1859. 



LITTLE AKTHUR'S 

BOOK OP BIOGEAPHY. 



A. 

Abercrombie, Sir Ralph, a 
brave British general, 
killed fighting against 
the French at the battle 
of Alexandria . . . 

Abernethy, John, a cele- 
brated surgeon . . . 

Achilles, one of the great 
chiefs of the Homeric 
Poems 

Adams, John, a celebrated 
American statesman, the 
second President of the 
United States . . . 

Addison, Joseph, a cele- 
brated essayist ; the 
principal contributor to 
tne periodical called the 
"Spectator". . . . 

Adrian or Hadrian, a Ro- 
man Emperor, who built 
a wall 80 miles in length, 



BIRTHPLACE. 



BIRTH. 



11TH. 



Clackmannan, 
Ireland. 



1734 
1763 



Massachusetts. 



1801 
1831 



1735 



Wiltshire. 



1672 



1826 



1719 



LITTLE AUTHTJBS 



from the month of the 
Tyne to the Solway 
Frith, to prevent the 
incursions of the Picts 
and Scots ..... 

Abdallah, the father of the 
false prophet Mahomet : 
he was originally a oamel 
driver 

JSschylus, a celebrated 
Greek dramatic writer . 

jEneas, one of the heroes 
of Troy 

JSsop, celebrated for his 
. fames 

Agricola, an eminent Ro- 
man general, the father- 
in-law of Tacitus. He 
completed the conquest 
of Britain ... 

Alcibiades, an Athenian 
general 

Alcuin, a learned Saxon 
monk, preceptor and 
counsellor to the Em- 
peror Charlemagne . . 

Alexander the Great, son 
of Philip of Macedon; 
the conqueror of Asia. 
His ambition was bound- 
less, and he was cruel 
and passionate . . . 

Alfred, deservedly sur- 
named the " Great," the 
best Saxon monarch, 
and the founder of the 
British navy . . . . 



BIRTHPLACE. 



BIRTH. DEATH. 



Rome* 



Eleusis. 



Fhrygia. 



Frejus. 
Athens* 



York. 



Fella. 



Wantage. 



76 



B.C. 

525 



138 



456 



6th Cen. 



A.D. 

40 

B.C. 

449 



A.B. 

735 



93 

404 



804 



B.C. 

356 



A.D. 

849 



323 



899 
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Alleyn, Edward, the com- 
panion and friend of 
Shakespeare, and the 
founder of Dulwich Col- 

A^Ve'sp^ccU'enier: 
prising navigator, after 
whom the New World 
has been named . . . 

Anselm, a learned and good 
man, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury in the reign of. 
William Rufus . . . 

Anson, Lord George, a 
naval commander, who 
sailed round the world . 

Apelles, the most celebrated 
painter of antiquity . . 

Archimedes, the most cele- 
brated geometrician of 
antiquity . . . . . 

Ariosto, an Italian poet . 

Aristides, an Athenian 
general and statesman, 
surnamed " The Just " . 

Arkwright, Sir Richard, a 
wonderful genius, born 
in humble life ; the in- 
ventor of the machine 
for spinning cotton . . 

Arnold, Thomas, D.D., a 
good and learned man, 
for many years head 
master of Rugby School. 

Ascham, Roger, a man of 
great learning, tutor to 

.' Queen Elizabeth . . . 



BIRTHPLACE. 



BIBTH. DEATH. 



London. 


1566 


Florence. 


1451 


Piedmont 


1033 


Staffordshire. 
Cos. 


1697 

B.C. 

365 


Syracuse. 
Modem, a.d. 

* 


B.C. 

291 
1474 


Attica* 




Preston. 


A;D. 

1732 


Cotces. 


1795 


Yorkshire* 


1515 



1626 



1512 



1109 



1762 



212 
1533 

B.C. 

467 



1792 



1842 



1568 
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Audubon, John, a cele- 
brated American orni- 
thologist 

Augustus Csesar, the first 
, Roman Emperor . . . 



B. 

Bacon, Francis Lord Veru- 
lam, a celebrated states- 
man, historian, orator, 
and philosopher; he was 
Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land under James I. 

Baffin, William, a skilful 
British navigator . . . 

Bass, George, a surgeon in 
the English navy, who 
discovered the straits 
which separate New 
South Wales from Van 
IMemen's Land . . . 

Beckett, Thomas a, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, a 
I)rouaand ambitious pre- 
ate; he was murdered 
in Canterbury Cathedral. 

Beethoven, a celebrated 
German musician . . . 

Bell, Henry, an ingenious 
engineer, the first who 
propelled a vessel by 
steam in Britain. His 
boat was called the Co- 
met, and was launched 
on the Clyde .... 



BIRTHPLACE. 



Louisiana. 
Velitne. 



BXRTH. DEATH. 



1782 

B.C. 

63 



London. 



London. 
Bonn. 



A.D. 

1560 
1584 



1851 

A.D. 
14 



162S 
1640 



1117 
1770 



1170 
1827 



Linlithgowshire] 1767 1 1830 
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iBehring, Vitus, a Danish 
navigator 

Belzoni, a great traveller, 
famed for bis discoveries 
in Egypt 

Bernaaotte, the son of a 
lawyer, a general in 
Buonaparte's army, and 
afterwards King of Nor- 
way and Sweden ... . 

Blackstone, Sir William, a 
learned English judee . 

Blake, Admiral, famed for 
his victories over the 
Dutch 

Bloomfield, Robert, an 
English poet of very 
humble birth, author of 
"The Farmer's Boy,"&c. 

Blucher, the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Prussian 
army at Waterloo; he 
was then seventy-four 
years of age .... 

Brahe, Tycho, an eminent 
astronomer .... 

Bossuet, James, a cele- 
brated French divine, 
famed for his work called 
"Funeral Orations" . . 

Bruce, Robert, King of 
Scotland; he defeated 
Edward II. at Bannock- 
burn 

Bruce, James, the cele- 
brated African explorer ; 
he undertook, at his own 



antTHPUkcm. 



BIBTH. DEATH. 



Padua. 



Pau. 
London, 

Somersetshire. 



Bury St. Ed- 
munds. 



Rostock. 
Denmark. 



Dijon. 



1764 
1723 

1599 
1766 



1742 
1546 



1627 



1823 



1844 
1780 

1659 
1823 



1819 
1601 



1274 



a3 



1704 



1329 
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expense, a long and peri- 
lous journey to discover 
the source of the river 
jln lie • *••«>. 

Brunei, Marc Isambard, a 
civil engineer of great 
fame, the architect of 
the Thames Tunnel . . 

Brutus, Lucius Junius, the 
first. Roman Consul . . 

Buckingham, George Vil- 
liers, Duke of, minister 
to Charles I. He was 
assassinated by Eelton . 

Buffon, George, an eminent 
French naturalist. He 
wrote a valuable Natural 
History 

Bunyan, John, the cele- 
brated author of the 
" Pilgrim's Progress." 
He was, at severaftimes. 
a tinker, a soldier, ana 
finally a preacher of the 
Gospel 

Burke, Edmund, a cele- 
brated orator, statesman, 
and philosopher . . . 

Burleigh, William Cecil, 
Lord, Prime Minister of 
England in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. He 
was a wise statesman 
and legislator . . . . 
Butler, Samuel, author of 
the satirical poem of 
"Hudibras" . . . . 



BIKTHFLA.CB. 



BOTH. DX4TH. 



Stirlingshire. 

Normandy. 
Rome. 



Leicestershire. 



Burgundy* 



Bedfordshire. 



Dublin. 



1730 



1794 



1769 

B.C. 



1849 



A.D. 



1628 



1707 



1788 



1628 



1730 



1688 



1797 



Lincolnshire. 



Worcestershire. 



1520 



1612 



1598 



1680 
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Burns, Robert, the great 
peasantpoet of Scotland. 

Byron, George Gordon, 
Lord, a celebrated poet, 
author of "Childe Ha- 
rold/' &c 



C. 

Cabot, Sebastian, a famous 
navigator, who made 
great discoveries in Ame- 
rica 

Caesar, Caius Julius, the 
dictator, murdered in the 
Senate-house at Rome . 

Cadmus, the reputed foun- 
der of Thebes, and the 
inventor of the Alpha- 
bet, supposed to have 
flourished about the 16th 
century b.c 

Caligula, one of the most 
depraved of the Roman 
Emperors * . . . . 

Calvin, John, a celebrated 
reformer, contemporary 
with Martin Luther . . 

Cambyses, the father of 
Cyrus the Great . . . 

Camoens, the only Portu- 
guese poet who enjoys 
a European celebrity . 

CampbelljThomas, a British 
poet, author of many 
beautiful poems, "The 



BIRTHPLACE. 



ire. 



11 

BIRTH. OXATH. 



London, 



Bristol. 



Borne. 



1759 



1796 



1788 



1824 



1477 

B.C. 

100 



1557 



44 



Antium. 



Picardy. 



Lisbon. 



A.D. 

12 



1509 

B.G. 

595 

A.D. 

1527 



41 



1564 



1579 



12 
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Pleasures of Hope," 
" Ye Mariners of Eng- 
land," &c. &c. . . . . 

Canning, George, a distin- 
guished British states- 
man 

Canova, Antonio, one of 
the most celebrated mo- 
dern sculptors .... 

Canute, surnamed the 
" Great," King of Eng- 
land 

Caracci; the name of a 
family of celebrated 
Italian painters . . . 

Cato, a wise and virtuous 
Roman censor . . . 

Caxton, William, distin- 
guished as the first who 
introduced printing into 
England . . . . . 

Cervantes,a Spanish writer, 
authorof "Don Quixote." 

Chalmers, Thomas, a cele- 
brated Scottish divine . 

Chantrey, Sir Francis, an 
eminent sculptor . . . 

Charlemagne, the celebra- 
ted Emperor of France, 
and conqueror of the 
greater part of Europe . 

Charles XII. of Sweden, a 
brave and warlike king, 
killed at the siege of 
Frederickshall in Nor- 
way 

Chatham, William Pitt, 



BIKTHPLACE. 

Glasgow. 

London. . * 

Italy. 

Denmark. 

Bologna. 
Tusculum. 



Kent. 

N. Castile. 

Fi/eshire. 

Derbyshire. 

Salzburg. 



BIBTB. DZATHj* 



1777 



1770 



1757 



Pau. 



16th 

B.C. 

234 



A.D. 

1410 
1547 
1780 
1781 



1844 

1827 

1822 

1035 

Cen. 
185 



742 



1682 



1491 
1616 
1843 
1841 



814 



1718 
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Earl of, a great British 
statesman, celebrated for 
his powers of oratory . 
Chatterton, Thomas, a ta- 
lented but unfortunate 

OOCu ■•••••• 

Chancer, Geoffrey, called 
the " Father of English 
poetry" 

Cicero, Marcus Tullius, a 
celebrated Roman orator 
and citizen 

Cincinnatus, Lucius Quin- 
tus, the illustrious Ro- 
man patriot ; he was con- 
sul and dictator . . . 

Clapperton, Hugh, an en- 
terprising traveller in 
Central Africa . . . 

Clarendon, Edward Hyde, 
Earl of, a statesman and 
writer in the reign of 
Charles I. and Charles 
II. His daughter mar- 
ried the Duke of York, 
afterwards James II. 
Lord Clarendon was, 
therefore, grandfather to 
two queens of England, 
Mary and Anne . . . 

Claude Lorraine, a cele- 
brated landscape painter. 

Cleopatra, a famous Egyp- 
tian Queen 

Clive, Robert, the founder 
of the British Empire in 
India. He was created 



BIB.THFLA.CB. 



Cornwall* 



Bristol. 



London. 



Arpinum. 



BIBTH. DEATH. 



Dumfries. 



1708 



1752 



1328 

B.C. 

106 



B.C. 
A.D. 

1788 



1778 



1770 



1400 



43 



460 



1827 



Wiltshire. 
Charmes. 



1608 
1600 

B.C. 



1674 

1682 

30 



14 
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• Lord Clive, and Earon of 
Plassy 

Clovis, the first Christian 
King of France . . . 

Cobbett, William, a self- 
taught man, who by his 
industry and talents rose 
from the lowest ranks of 
life, and became a mem- 
ber of Parliament . . 

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor, 
a British poet, author of 
the "Ancient Mariner," 

OuC* • •*• • • • • 

Columbus, Christopher, the 
enterprising discoverer 
of America. Ferdinand 
and Isabella of Spain 
assisted him with funds 
for this great under- 
taking 

Constantine the Great, a 
Roman Emperor; he re- 
moved the seat of govern- 
ment from Borne to By- 
zantium 

Cook, Capt. James, a cele- 
brated navigator, who 
sailed three times round 
the world. He was killed 
in a skirmish with the 
natives at one of the 
Sandwich Islands. . . 

Copernicus, an illustrious 
astronomer 

Corneille, Pierre, a talented 
French dramatist . . 



BUTHPLA.CE. 



Shropshire. 



BIBTH. DBA.TK. 



1725 
467 



1774 
511 



Surrey, 



Devonshire. 



1762 



1835 



1772 



1834 



Genoa. 



1436 



1506 



274 



337 



Yorkshire. 

Prussia. 

Rouen. 



1728 
1473 
1606 



1779 
1543 
1684 
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Cortez, a Spaniard, the con- 
queror of Mexico. He 
was brave and enterpris- 
ing, but very cruel. . 

Coriolanus, Caius Marcius, 
a famous Roman gene- 
ral . 

Cornwallis, Charles, Mar- 
quis of, governor-general 
of India, celebrated for 
his victories over Tippoo 
Saib ....... 

Cowper, William, one of 
the most pleasing of the 
British poets, author of 
"The Task," &c. . . 

Cranmer, Archbishop of 
Canterbury ; he was 
burnt at the stake in 
Queen Mary's reign . . 

Cromwell, Oliver, rrotec- 
tor of England after the 
death of Charles I. . . 

Cuvier, George Leopold, 
one of the greatest natu- 
ralists that the world has 
ever produced . . . . 

Cyrus I. the founder of the 
Persian Empire . . . 



D. 

Dante, a celebrated Italian 
poet, author of the " Di- 
vina Commedia" . . . 

Davy, Sir Humphrey, a 



BIKTHFLA.cz. 



BIKTH. DBATH. 



Estremadura. 



1485 

B.C. 

5th 



1547 



Cen. 



England. 



Hertfordshire. 



Nottingham- 
shire. 



Huntingdon, 



France. 



A J). 

1738 



1805 



1731 



1800 



1489 



1599 



1556 



1659 



1769 

B.C. 



1832 
529 



Florence. 



A.D. 

1265 



1321 
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distinguished chemical 
philosopher, and the in- 
ventor of the safety 
lamp for miners . . . 
De Foe, Daniel, the son of 
a butcher in London; he 
was a very clever man, 
and wrote "Robinson 
Crusoe" when he was 
- sixty years of age . . 
Demosthenes, the greatest 
of the Greek orators . 
Dibdin, Charles, a musician 
and song writer. He 
wrote 900 songs . . . 
Descartes, a great French 
philosopher .... 
Diaz, Bartholomew, a Por- 
tuguese knight, who first 
discovered the Cape of 
Good Hope .... 
Domitian, one of the most 
cruel of the Roman em- 
perors, a great persecu- 
tor of the Christians . 
Drake, Sir Francis, an ad- 
miral in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. He 
was the first who cir- 
cumnavigated the globe 
in a single voyage . . 
Dryden, John, a celebrated 
poet; he is the author 
of "Alexander's Feast," 
and translated Virgil . 
Durer, Albert, the most 
eminent German painter 



»I»THPJUk.CB. 



Penzance. 



BIKTH. 



DSATH. 



1778 



1829 



London. 
Athens* 

Southampton. 
Tour mine. 



1661 

B.C. 

382 

A.D. 

1745 
1596 



1731 
322 

1814 
1650 



1500 



51 



96 



Tavistock. 



Northampton- 
shire. 



1546 



1596 



^ 



1631 



1700 
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of the 16th century ; be 
was also celebrated as 
an engraver • . . . 

E. 

Edgewortb, Maria, a most 
excellent writer of stories 
for children, and many 
other works. She was 
very clever and amiable. 

'Eliott, George, Lord Heath- 
field, the gallant defen- 
der of -Gibraltar . . . 

>Epaminondas, a celebrated 
Theban general . . . 

'Euclid, a learned mathe- 
matician . . . . . 

Euripides, one of the three 
great Greek tragedians . 

Evelyn, John, an acconv 
plished English gentle- 
man, celebrated for his 
skill and taste in gar- 
dening. His Diary is a 
most useful and enter- 
taining work • « . • 



E. 

Eabricius, Cains, a Roman 
general famous for his 
integrity 

Falkland, Lord, a gentle- 
man, scholar, and true[ 



BIBTHPLA.CB. 



Nuremberg. 



BIBTB. DEATH. 



Berkshire. 



Scotland. 



Alexandria. 
Salami*. 



Surrey.. 



Borne. 



1471 



1528 



1767 
1718 

B.C. 



480 



1849 

1790 
360 
300 
406 



A.D. 

1620 



1706 



B.C. 



250 



18 
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patriot, killed at the bat- 
tle of Newberry, where 
he fought in the interest 
of Charles I 

Fenelon, Archbishop of 
Cambray, an eminent 
and pious man, tutor to 
Louis XIV.'s children; 
he is the author of "Te- 
lemachus" 

Ferguson, James, a self- 
taught experimental phi- 
losopher, mechanician, 
and astronomer ; he was 
originally only a poor 
shepherd boy .... 

Flaxman, John, a celebra- 
ted British sculptor . . 

Fontaine, Jean de la, a 
French writer, known 
principally by his Fables. 

Fox, Charles James, a ta- 
lented statesman in the 
reign of George III. . 

Fox, John, author of the 
"Book of Martyrs." . 

Fox, George, the founder 
of the Society of Friends 

Franklin, Benjamin, a won- 
derfully clever philoso- 
pher,moralist,ana states- 
man, famed for his dis- 
coveries in electricity . 

Fry, Mrs. Elizabeth, a very 
benevolent lady, . who 
spent her life in doing 
good. $he visited all 



BIBTHPLACS. 



BIRTH . DEATH. 



England. 



Perigord. 



Scotland. 
York, 

Champagne, 

London. 
Boston. 
Draytqn. t 



1610 



1643 



1651 



1715 



1724 
1755 

1621 

1749 
1517 
1624 



1816 
1826 

1695 

1806 
1587 
1690 



Boston, U. S. 



1706 



1790 



1 
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the principal prisons in 
Europe, and has been 
called the " female 
Howard" 

Froissart, a celebrated 
French poet and histo- 
rian. His " Chronicles" 
is a most valuable histo- 
rical work 

Fulton, Robert, an Ameri- 
can engineer of Irish 
parentage ; the first who 
succeeded in propelling 
a vessel by steam, which 

* feat he accomplished on 
the river Hudson, five 
years prior to Henry 
Bell's successful effort 
on the Clyde . , . . 



G. 

Galileo, a distinguished as- 
tronomer 

Gama, Vasco de, a Portu- 
guese, celebrated as be- 
ing the first who doubled 
the Cape of Good Hope 

Garrick, David, the most 
respected actor that ever 
trod the English stage . 

Gav, John, a poet, famous 
for his clever and amus- 
ing fables 

Gibbon, Edward, an emi- 
nent historian, author 



BimTHFLA.CI. BIftTH. DEATH. 



Norfolk, 



1780 



1844 



France. 



1326 



1400 



Pennsylvania. 



1765 



1815 



Pisa. 



1564 



1642 



Sines* 



Hereford. 



Devonshire. 



1716 



1688 



1525 



1779 



1732 
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of "The Decline and 
Fall of the. Roman Em- 
pire 

Godfrey of Bouillon, the 
first Christian King of 
Jerusalem 

Goethe, the most cele- 
brated German poet, 
author of "Faust," &c. 

Goldsmith, Oliver, a clever 
and amiable Irish poet 
and historian, author of 
the " Deserted Village," 

&c. 

Grattan, Henry, an Irish 
statesman and brilliant 
orator . 

Gray, Thomas, an English 
poet, author of the 
"Elegy in a Country 
Churchyard " . . . . 

Gresham, Sir Thomas, 
founder of the Royal 
Exchange of London ; a 
princely merchant in the 
reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth 

Grey, Lady Jane, an amia- 
ble, talented, and beauti- 
ful young lady, beheaded 
with her husband. Lord 
Guildford Dudley, in 
Queen Mary's reign . . 

Guy Thomas, the benevo- 
lent founder of the hos- 
pital bearing his name . 
Guttenberg, John, gene- 
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rally acknowledged to 
have been the inventor 
of the art of printing 
with movable types . . 
Gustavus, Adolphus, Sang 
of Sweden, the great 
champion of the Protes- 
tant cause ; killed at the 
battle of Lutzen . . . 



H. 

Halley, Edmund, an emi- 
nent astronomer, natu- 
ralist, and philosopher . 

Hampden, John, a noble 
patriot; he was one 
of the leaders of the 
parliamentarian army 
against Charles I. and 
fell in the battle of Chal- 
grove Field, Oxfordshire 

Handel, George F., a cele- 
brated German musician, 
author of the oratorio of 
the " Messiah "... 

Hannibal, one of the most 
illustrious generals of 
antiquity. When but a 
boy, he was made by his 
father to swear eternal 
hostility to the Romans, 
and his whole future life 
was devoted to the fulfil- 
ment of his oath . . . 

Haroun-al-Easchid, a re- 
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nowned Caliph of Bag- 
dad, contemporary with 
Charlemagne .... 

Harvey, Wuliaro, a cele- 
brated physician, who 
discovered the circula- 
tion of the blood . . . 

Hastings, Warren, a Go- 
vernor-General of India, 
whose trial for alleged 
mis^overnment there ex- 
tended over a period 
of seven years . . . 

Haydn, Francis Joseph, 
an eminent German mu- 
sician, author of the 
"Creation;" his father 
was a wheelwright,- and 
his mother a cook . . 

Hemans, Mrs., a talented 
poetess whose works are 
admirable for theirpurity 
and beauty .... 

Henry, Matthew, the cele- 
brated commentator on 
the Bible 

Herodotus, called the 
"Father of History/' 
an eminent Greek his- 
torian 

HersclieT, William, a dis- 
tinguished astronomer. 
He discovered the planet 
which he named " Geor- 
ffium Sidus," but which 
has since been called 
Uranus 
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iHofer, Andrew, a brave 
Tyrolese who vainly en- 
deavoured to defend his 
country against the 
tFrench ana Bavarians. 
He was taken prisoner 
and shot 

Homer, the "Father of 
Song," the celebrated 
Greek poet, author of 
the "Iliad " and " Odys- 
sey" 

Horace, a Roman poet, the 
friend of the emperor 
Augustus. His Odes 
ana Epistles are much 
admired 

Howard, John, the philan- 
thropist ; this great and 
good man travelled 
through Europe, visit- 
ing all the prisons, and 
reforming the abuses 
connected with them. 
" He lived for the good 
of others " 

Howe, Admiral Earl, cele- 
brated for his victories 
over the French fleet 

Huber, an eminent natu- 
ralist, who, although 
blind whilst still a youtn, 
pursued the study of 
natural history with 
great success. He di- 
rected his attention par- 
ticularly to the study of 
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bees and their habits, 
and was aided in his 
exertions by his attached 
wife and faithful ser- 
vant 

Hudson, Henry, an able 
British navigator, to 
whom we owe many im- 
portant discoveries in 
the northern regions. 
He discovered the North 
American river which 
bears his name . . . 

Hume, David, a celebrated 
historian and philoso- 
pher 

Hyder Ali, an Indian prince 
of Arabian origin, who 
gained for himself an in- 
dependent sovereignty, 
and nearly ruined the 
presidency of Madras . 



I. 

Ibrahim Pasha, the son 
and successor of Mehe- 
metAli in the govern- 
ment of Egypt . . . 

Irene, Empress of the East 
in the time of Charle- 
magne 
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Jeffrey, Francis, one of the 
most elegant writers in 
the English language. 
He was for many years 
editor of the "Edin- 
burgh Review "... 

Jeffreys, George, Lord, a 
very wicked and mer- 
ciless judge in the reign 
of James II 

Jenner, Edward, the dis- 
coverer of vaccination . 

Joan of Arc, an heroic 
young French woman, 
who commanded the 
French troops against 
the English. She was, 
however, taken prisoner 
by the English, and burnt 
alive at Rouen . . . 

Johnson, Samuel, the son 
of a bookseller. He was 
a very clever man, and 
wrote a large Dictionary 
of the English language, 
"Lives of the Poets" 
&c 

Jones, Inigo, an eminent 
architect; he built Green- 
wich Hospital, White- 
hall, &c. &c 

Josephine, the first wife of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, and 
grandmother to the pre- 
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sent Emperor of France, 
Louis Napoleon . . . 

Joseph us, a celebrated Jew- 
ish historian . . . . 

Justinian 1st, Emperor of 
Constantinople, famous 
for completing the cele- 
brated code o flaws called 
after him, the Justinian 
Code. ...... 

Juvenal, an eminent Roman 
satirist 

Juxon, William, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury ; 
the prelate who attended 
Charles I. on the scaffold 



& 

Kean, Edmund, one of the 
greatest tragic actors of 
which England can boast 

Kepler, John, a distin- 
guished astronomer . . 

Knox, John, a celebrated 
Scottish reformer . . 

Kosciusko, a Polish patriot, 
who vainly endeavoured 
to defend his country 
against the Russians . 
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French general and 



London-. 
Wirtemberg. 
East Lothian. 

Lithuania. 



BIRTH. ]> a 

1763 1814 



37 



95 



482 
42 



565 
128 



1663 



1790 
1571 
1505 



1756 



1833 
1631 
1572 



181? 



BOOK OF BIOGBAPHY. 



27 



statesman; a man of 
strict integrity . . . 

Lamballe, the Princess, an 
amiable and beautiful 
lady, the devoted friend 
of Marie Antoinette ; she 
was cruelly massacred 
during the horrors of the 
French revolution . . 

Leonidas, the heroic king 
of Sparta, who defended 
the pass of Thermopylae 
against Xerxes . . . 

Lander, Richard and John, 
two brothers who made 
great discoveries in the 
interior of Africa . . 

La Place, one of the great- 
est philosophers and ma- 
thematicians that the 
world ever produced 

Latimer, Hugn, one of the 
early English reformers, 
burnt at the stake in 
Queen Mary's reign . . 

Laud, William, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and fa- 
vourite minister of 
Charles L; he was be- 
headed 

Lawrence, Sir Thomas, an 
eminent portrait painter 

Linnaeus, a celebrated bo- 
tanist and naturalist 
Livy, Titus Livius, an illus- 
trious Roman historian 
of' the Augustan age . 
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Locke, John, his name 
stands high as an emi- 
nent philosopher . . . 

Loyola, Ignatius, the foun- 
der of the order of the 
Jesuits 

Lucian, one of the purest 
and most brilliant of the 
Greek writers of the 
second century . . . 

Luther, the great German 
reformer; he was the 
son of a poor miner . . 

Lycurgus, the celebrated 
Spartan lawgiver . . 



M. 

Macadam, John, a magis- 
trate in Scotland, who 
introduced the improved 
system of road-making 
which bears his name. 
Government rewarded 
him with £10,000 . . 

Magellan, a skilful naviga- 
gator, the discoverer of 
the straits which bear 
his name; he was the 
first explorer of the 
Pacific Ocean .... 

Mahomet, the false prophet 
of Arabia, and the writer 
of the "Koran/' the 
book from whence the 
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Mahometans derive their 
religion 

Marlborough, John Chur- 
chill, Duke of, the great- 
est general Britain ever 
produced before the 
Duke of Wellington. 
"He never besieged a 
town he did not take, 
and he sever fought a 
battle he did not gain." 

Massillon, the most cele- 
brated pulpit orator of 
Franee 

Mazarin, Prime Minister 
of France in the reign 
of Louis XIV. He suc- 
ceeded Richelieu in that 
office 

Mehemet All, Pacha of 
Egypt, which post he 
purchased fromtlieTurk- 
lsh Government. He was 
a generous and clever 
man . 

Melaacthon, Philip, a Ger- 
man reformer, the inti- 
mate friend of Martin 
Luther 

Mendelssohn, a celebrated 
German composer . . 

Metastasio, an Italian poet 

MichaelAngeloBuonarotti, 
a man of truly wonderful 
talents. He excelled as 
a painter, sculptor, and 
architect, and was also 
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a good poet. He was 
the principal architect 
of St. Peter's at Rome, 
and built the beautiful 
marble bridge at Venice, 
called the Bialto . . . 

Miltiades,the famous Athe- 
nian commander at the 
battle of Marathon . . 

Milton, John, the celebra- 
ted author of "Paradise 
Lost," the finest epic 
poem in the English 
language. Milton was 
Latin Secretary to Crom- 
well * . 

Mirabeau, a great orator, 
and one of the leaders 
of the French revolution 

Moliere, an eminent writer 
of French comedy . . 

Monk, George, the general 
who was one of the 
chief promoters of the 
restoration of Charles 

Montague, Lady Mary 
Wortley, an accom- 
plished lady, celebrated 
for her " Letters," which 
give a lively picture of 
Eastern life . . . • 

Montfort, Simon de, Earl 
of Leicester; he headed 
the barons against Henry 
III., and gained the 
battle of Lewes, but was 
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afterwards slain at the 

battle of Evesham . . 

Moore, Sir John, a gallant 

general who was killed 
gating against the 
French at the battle of 
Corunna, in Spain . . 

Moore, Thomas, a celebra- 
ted lyric poet, author of 
the "Irish Melodies," 
&c 

More, Hannah, a clever 
writer, and a pious and 
amiable woman . . . 

More, Sir Thomas, Lord 
Chancellor of England 
after the fall of Cardinal 
Wolsey. He was be- 
headed for refusing to 
acknowledge the supre- 
macy of Henry VIII. . 

Mozart, an extraordinary 
musical genius. At four 
years of age, he could 
play exceedingly well on 
the harpsichord, and 
composed several pieces 
when only five years old 

Murillo, a celebrated Span- 
ish painter. One of his 
paintings was lately pur- 
chased by the .French 
Government for the im- 
mense sum of £23,000 . 

Murray, Lindley, the author 
of the well-known Eng- 
lish, grammar . . . . 
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Napier, Lieut.-Gen. Sir 
Charles James, in many 
respects one of the most 
remarkable men of the 
present age. He corn- 
Dined the talents of a 
great administrator with 
those of a conqueror . 

Napoleon Bonaparte, cele- 
brated for his talents and 
his ambition. After dis- 
turbing the peace of 
Europe for many years, 
he was finally defeated 
by the Allies at Water- 
loo, and was banished by 
the British Government 
to St. Helena, where he 
died, in 1821 . . . . 

Necker, James, the famous 
prime minister at the 
commencement of the 
French revolution . . 

Nelson, Horatio, the re- 
nowned hero of Copen- 
hagen, the Nile, and 
Trafalgar; at the latter 
victory he was killed . 

Nepos, Cornelius, a Roman 
historian in the time of 
Julius Caesar .... 

Nero, a depraved Bpman 
emperor 

Newton, Sir Isaac; a cele- 
brated astronomer and 
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mathematician. Be was 
buried in Westminster 
Abbey , 

Niebuhr, an eminent mo- 
dern historian and philo- 
logist 

Numa Pompilius, the se- 
cond King of Rome ; 
a wise legislator and 
raier 



O. 

Oberlin, a trnly benevolent 
and Christian pastor, 
who devoted a long life 
to the spiritual and tem- 
poral improvement of 
his flock in the Ban de 
la Roche in Alsace . . 

Ovid, a Roman poet . . 



P. 

Pagjanini, a very celebrated 
violin player . . , . 

Park, Mungo, a celebrated 
African traveller. He 
was attacked by a native 
prince near Boussa. and 
killed 

Parr, Thomas, a man who 
attained the extraordi- 
nary age of 153 years . 

Peel, Sir Robert, a great 
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statesman. He was killed 
by a fall from his horse . 
Penn, William, the founder 
of Pennsylvania ; and 
was deservedly esteemed 
by all parties . . • . 
Pericles, the greatest of 
Athenian statesmen. In 
his time architecture and 
sculpture attained their 
highest perfection in 
Greece ...... 

Peter I. Czar of Russia, 
deservedly called Peter 
the Great. He founded 
St. Petersburg, and in- 
troduced ship-building, 
commerce, and manu- 
factures into his em- 
pire ....... 

Peter the Hermit, the 
preacher and leader of 
the First Crusade . . 
Petrarch, an Italian poet, 
famous for his sonnets . 
Phidias, a Greek sculptor, 
the most celebrated art- 
ist of antiquity . . . 
Philip H. of Spain, who 
projected the conquest 
of England by the fa- 
mous " Armada ; " he 
married Queen Mary of 

England 

Picton, Sir Thomas, a brave 
British officer, killed at 
the battle of Waterloo . 
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Pindar, the greatest of the 
Greek lyric poets . . . 

Pizarro, Francisco, the con- 
queror of Peru ; a man of 
freat talent and bravery, 
ut whose character is 
stained by heartless 
cruelty ...... 

Plato, a celebrated Grecian 
philosopher .... 

Pliny the Elder, a distin- 
guished writer on botanv 
and natural history, kill- 
ed during an eruption 
of Mount Vesuvius . . 

Pliny the Younger, nephew 
and adopted son of the 
preceding ; celebrated as 
an orato and statesman 

Plutarch, a Roman writer 
famous for his " Parallel 
Lives," which are bio- 
graphies of forty-six dis- 
tinguished Greeks and 
Romans 

Pope, Alexander, a celebra- 
ted British poet, author 
ot the "Essay on Man," 
&c. He also translated 
Homer 

Porson, Richard, an emi- 
nent Greek scholar . . 

Poussin, Nicolas, a skilful 
landscape painter. His 
paintings are much 
valued 

Purcell, Henry, the great- 
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est of English musicians. 
He is buried in West- 
minster Abbey . . . 

Q. 

Quin, James, a celebrated 



actor 



• • • • 



R. 



Racine, Jean, one of the 
greatest French dramatic 
writers 

Raikes, Robert, a benevo- 
lent man, who first esta- 
blished Sunday-schools 
in England 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, a most 
remarkable man, skilful 
as a politician, navigator, 
and author. He was be- 
headed by James I. . . 

Reiohstadt, Napoleon, due 
de,son of Napoleon Bona- 
parte and Marie Louisa. 
He died of consumption 
at the early age of twenty- 
one 

Rennie, John, an eminent 
engineer. Waterloo, 
Bouthwark, and London 
Bridges were constructed 
by bim , 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, con- 
sidered by many as the 
founder of the English 
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school of painting. He 
was buried with great 
pomp in St. Paul's Ca- 
thedral 

Richardson, Samuel, a cele- 
brated English novelist . 

Richelieu, Cardinal, a ta- 
lented but ambitious 
statesman, prime minis- 
ter of France in the 
reign of Louis XIII. . 

'Ridley, Nicholas, a Protes- 
tant martyr in the reign 
of Queen Mary. He 
and Latimer were burned 
together at the stake, in 
front of Balliol College, 
Oxford 

Rienzi, a man of humble 
birth, but great ambition. 
He assumed the dicta- 
torship of Rome, but 
was assassinated in a 
tumult of tbepeople . 

Robertson, Dr. William, an 
eminent historian. His 
principal works are, 
"History of Scotland/' 
"History of America," 
and a "History of Charles 
Fifth " ...... 

Robespierre, Francois Jo- 
seph, one of the chief 
actors in the French 
revolution. He was the 
head of the Jacobin 
Club 
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Rochejaquelein, Henri de 
la, a famous chief of 
La Vendee, who became 
generalissimo at the age 
of twenty-two. He was 
a noble-hearted patriot. 
His charge to his sol- 
diers was — "If I lead, 
follow me; if I retreat, 
kill me ; if I die, avenge 
me." He was killed at 
Nouaill6, whilst bravely 
leading on his troops 
against the republican 
forces 

Rodnev, George, Lord, a 
celebrated British ad- 
miral. He defeated the 
Trench in several en- 
gagements . . . . . 

Roland, Madame, cele- 
brated for her great 
talents and beauty. She 
was guillotined by order 
of Marat and Robes- 
pierre 

Rollo, — , the leader of a 
band of Normans, who, 
in the 9th century, con- 
quered the French pro- 
vinces named Normandy 
after them. He was a 
wise and intrepid prince 

Romulus, the supposed 
founder of Rome . . . 

Rooke, Sir George, a fa- 
mous British admiral, 
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who took Gibraltar from 
the Spaniards . . . . 

Rubens, a celebrated pain- 
ter. He was knighted 
by Charles I. of Eng- 
land* The Descent from 
the Cross, now in the 
Cathedral of Antwerp, 
is considered his master- 
piece ....... 

Rupert, Prince, nephew to 
Charles I. He fonght 
in all the principal bat- 
tles of tnat monarch 
against the parliamentary 
forces 

Ruyter, Michael, a famous 
Dutch admiral during 
the period of the British 
Commonwealth . • . 



S. 

Saint-Pierre, Bernardin de, 
an elegant French wri- 
ter, author of the beau- 
tiful story of " Paul and 
Virginia 

Saint V incent, Earl of, a 
celebrated British admi- 
ral, who greatly distin- 
guished himself during 
the American War . . 

Saladin, Sultan of Egypt 
and Syria. He was one 
of the most enlightened 
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Kent, 



1650 



1709 



Cologne. 



1577 



1640 



Germany, 



1619 



1682 



1607 



1676 



Havre. 



1737 



1814 



Staffordshire. 



1734 



1823 
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and noble of Saracen 
princes, and was justly 
tamed for his valour ana 
generosity. He was the 
great opponent of Ri- 
chard I. of England . . 

Sallust, an eminent Roman 
historian. ..... 

Sardanapalus, the last of 
the Assyrian monarchs . 

Schiller, Frederick, a Ger- 
man poet and dramatist ; 
the only one who can 
be at all compared to 
Goethe 

Scipio Af ricanus, the great- 
est man of his age, and 
the successful opponent 
of the celebrated Cartha- 
ginian general Hannibal, 
whom he completely de- 
feated 

Scott, Sir Walter, an emi- 
nent British poet, histo- 
rian, and novelist . . 

Seneca, Lucius, a Roman 
philosopher, put to death 
by order of the Emperor 
Nero . . . . . . . 

Shakespeare, William, the 
greatest dramatic poet 
that England ever pro- 
duced ...... 

Sheridan, Richard Brinsley, 
a celebrated statesman, 
orator, and dramatic 
writer 
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Tecrit on the 

Tigris, 
Amiturnund in 

Italy, 



Marbach. 



Roxburghshire. 



Cordova. 



Stratford-upon- 
Avon. 



Dublin. 



1137 

B.C. 

86 



1193 
34 

817 



A.D. 

1759 



180& 



B.C. 

234 

A.D. 

1771 



183 



1832 



2 



66 



1564 



1616 



1751 



1816 
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Sidney, Sir Philip, a scholar 
ana gentleman; one of 
the greatest ornaments 
of the Court of Queen 
Elizabeth* He died of a 
wound received at the 
battle of Zutphen . . 

Smeaton, John, a man of 
rare talents and high 
character. He was an 
engineer, and built Eddy- 
stone Lighthouse . . . 

Socrates, an Athenian phi- 
losopher, who suffered 
the punishment of death 
at the age of 70 . . . 

Solon, one of the seven 
wise men of Greece . . 

Sorbonne, Robert de, chap- 
lain to Louis IX., and 
the founder of the Uni- 
versity at Paris which 
bears his name . . . 

Soult, Nicole Jean de, Mar- 
shal of Prance, a brave 
French general under 
Napoleon 

Spenser, Edmund, the 
greatest poet of the time 
of Queen Elizabeth. His 
principal work is "The 
Pairy Queen " . . 

Stephenson, George, a civil 
engineer of extraordinary 
genius, who, from "pick- 
ing turnips at turnips 
a day," rose by his ln- 
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Kent 



Yorkshire. 



Athens. 
Salamis. 



Khettns. 



St, Amand. 



London. 



1554 



1586 



1724 



B.C. 

468 
638 



1792 



398 



A.D. 

1201 



1274 



1769 



1851 



1553 



1599 
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dustry and talents to the 
foremost position in his 
profession 

T. 

Tacitus, the Roman histo- 

Tasso, one of the most 
celebrated Italian poets, 
author of " Jerusalem 
Delivered". . * . . 

Telford, Thomas, a civil 
engineer, constructor of 
the beautiful suspension 
bridge across the Menai 
Straits 

Tell, William, a Swiss 
patriot, who endeavoured 
for many years to rescue 
his native country from 
the tyranny of Austria . 

Themistocles, an Athenian 
statesman and general ; 
he defeated Xerxes at 
the battle of Salamis . 

Thomson, James, a cele- 
brated poet, the author 
of " The Seasons " . . 

Thucydides, an Athenian 
historian; he wrote a 
history of the Pelopon- 
nesian War 

Tippoo Saib, the last Sul- 
tan of Mysore . . . . 

Titian, one of the greatest 
Italian painters . . . 
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Durham, 



Sorrento. 



Dumfries. 



Altorf. 



Athens. 



1787 



58 



1848 



1544 1595 



1757 



Roxburghshire. 

Attica. 

India. 

Venice. 



B.C. 
A.D. 

1700 



B.C. 

471 

A.D. 

1749 
1477 



1834 



1354 



472 



1748 



1799 
1576 



V. 
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Vancouver, a distinguished 
navigator, pupil of Cap- 
tain Cook 

Vandyck, Antony, an emi- 
nent Butch painter, a 
pupil of Rubens . . . 

Virgil, a Roman epic poet, 
inferior only to Homer 
and Milton 

Voltaire, the most cele- 
brated literary character 
of his age. He was a 
dramatist, noet, and his- 
torian, ana had great 
talents, but was not a 
good man 



W. 

Wallace, Sir William, a 
Scottish patriot and hero, 
who strove to defend his 
country against Edward 
I. of England. He was 
executed as a traitor by 
that monarch . . . . 

Wallenstein, Albert,, the 
most renowned German 
commander during the 
Thirty Years' War . . 

Washington, George, the 
commander of the Ame- 
rican forces during the 
war with England, He 



Mantua. 



Paris. 



Renfrew. 



Germany. 



1758 



1599 

B. C. 

70 



A.D. 

1694 



1250 



1583 



1798 



1641 



19 



1778 



1304 



1634 
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was the first President 
of the United States, and 
was a noble and upright 
character 

Watt, James, the great 
improver of the steam- 
engine; he was a real 
benefactor to his country 

Watts, Isaac, Dr., cele- 
brated for his hymns for 
children. He was a good 
and pious man .... 

Weber, Carl Maria Von, 
one of the greatest Ger- 
man musicians .... 

Wellington, Arthur Welles- 
ley, afterwards Duke of 
W ellington, a renowned 
British general, the hero 
of Waterloo. He was also 
celebrated as a states- 
man, and was at one time 
Prime Minister of Eng- 
land 

Wesley, John, the founder 
of tne sect of the Metho- 
dists ; he was a man of 
great piety and zeal . . 

West, Benjamin, a cele- 
brated historical painter 

White, Rev. Gilbert, a good 
naturalist and pleasing 
writer. His chief work 
is the " History of Sel- 
borne" 

White, Henry Kirke, a 
promising young poet, 
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Virginia. 



Greenock. 



Southampton. 



Holstein. 



1732 



1736 



1674 



1786 



1799 



1819 



1748 



1826 



Ireland. 



Lincolnshire. 
Pennsylvania. 



Hampshire. 



1769 



1703 
1738 



1720 



185» 



1791 
1820 



1795 
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who died in his twenty- 
first year 

Wilberf orce, William, a dis- 
tinguished British states- 
man and Christian phil- 
anthropist; he was the 
great champion of slave 
emancipation . . . . 

Williams, John, a pious 
missionary who was mur- 
dered by the natives of 
one of the New Hebrides 
Islands 

Wolfe, General James, a 
distinguished officer, who 
fell at the siege of Quebec 

Wordsworth, William, a 
much admired British 
poet. His principal work 
is a poem called "The 
Excursion" . . . . 

Wren, Sir Christopher, the 
celebrated architect of 
St. Paul's Cathedral, a 
labour which occupied 
nearly forty years, and 
which he lived to see 
completed 

Wickliffe, John, an early 
English reformer, fre- 
quently called the Father 
of the "^Reformation. He 
translated the Bible into 
English 
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1785 



1806 



HulL 



1759 



1833 



Kent- 



1726 



1835 



1759 



1770 



1850 



Witts. 



1632 



1723 



Yorkshire. 



1324 



1384 
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X. 

Xenophon, an Athenian 
historian and philosopher 

Xerxes, King of rersia, who 
was defeated by Themis- 
tocles at Salamis . . . 



Y. 

Young, Dr. Edward, a poet 
and divine, author of 
Night Thoughts " . . 



(( 



Z. 

Zeno, an ancient philo- 
sopher, founder 01 the 
sect called the " Stoics " 

Zwingle, or Zwinglius, the 
great Swiss reformer and 
patriot . . . - . . 



Ercheia. 



Hampshire, 



Cyprus. 



Wildhausen. 



B.C. 

444 



465 



A.D. 

1684 



B.C. 

250 

A.D. 

1484] 



1765 



1531 
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